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And that is why Ontario residents should be concerned the provincial
government is considering a proposal to drop calculus from Ontario's
high-school curriculum. A curriculum review committee of academics and
education ministry officials suggested last fall that calculus be taken out
of Grade 12 and left for university to teach. The idea was floated
Special Reports because of concerns there was not time in the new, packed four-year
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Supporters of calculus argue that if science is the doorway to the new

Avian Flu economy, then calculus is an essential key to unlocking that door.
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the universe that are now synonymous with his name. Albert Einstein
struggled for years with his general theory of relativity before a colleague
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suggested he learn tensor calculus, which enabled him to complete one of
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the workings of the cellphone, computer and digital camera — without
calculus. Biology students need it to understand how diseases spread and
how populations shrink or grow.
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University of Waterloo president David Johnson was not exaggerating
when he told the government that Ontario risks becoming a "second tier"
province if it eliminates high-school calculus.

And second-tier status is just another term for failure in the new
economy on which Ontario's standard of living will depend.

Ontario cannot hope to compete in the future, when Bush is proposing to
train 70,000 advanced high-school math and science teachers, bring
30,000 math and science professionals to teach in classrooms, and give
early help to students who struggle with math.

Ontario Education Minister Gerard Kennedy won't just be settling a
curriculum issue when he makes his decision in the next few days. He
needs to do the economic calculus, which he can find in any advanced
textbook on the theory of economic growth.
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