DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS OF A CIPHER

There are ways of sending data so that is theoretically impossible
to recover the message without knowing the key. Systems like this are
rarely used because they are inconvenient. The key may only be used
once and must be as long as the message that is being sent.

e Type of data (TV signal/voice/computer data/letter/telegram)
e Security
e [ase of Use

¢ Cost/case of use vs. value of data

e Amount of data
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Zimmermann Telegram

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Zimmermann Telegram (or Zimmermann Note; German: Zimmermann-Depesche;, Spanish: Telegrama
Zimmermann) was a coded telegram dispatched by the Foreign Secretary of the German Empire, Arthur Zimmermann,
on January 16, 1917, to the German ambassador in Mexico, Heinrich von Eckardt, at the height of World War 1.

The telegram instructed the ambassador to approach the Mexican government with a proposal to form a military alliance
against the United States. It promised Mexico land in the United States if they were to help. It was intercepted and
decoded by the British, and its contents hastened the entry of the United States into World War 1.

. . :;oN ’ﬁ U Sérnawe ¥
""" o - = - : q}-guﬂnﬁ:

The Zimmermann telegram as it
was sent from Washington to
Mexico
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